Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 BRUSSE 15329 081516Z 
ACTION AF-10 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 ISO-OO HA-05 CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-05 
H-01 INR-10 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 SP-02 
SS-15 ICA-11 10-13 /094W 

130692 081523Z/53 

P 081519Z AUG 78 
FM AMEMBASSY BRUSSELS 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 8259 
INFO AMEMBASSY KINSHASA PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 

CONFIDENTIAL BRUSSELS 15329 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: CG, AO, PINS, PINR, BE 

SUBJECT: BELGIAN REPORT OF SAVIMBI RELEASE 

REF: STATE 199563 

1 . BELGIAN FOREIGN MINISTRY'S DIRECTOR FOR AFRICAN 
AFFAIRS (LEBRUN) TOLD US AUGUST 8 THAT HE HAD A 
REPORT FROM THE BELGIAN EMBASSY IN KINSHASA THAT 
UNITA LEADER JONAS SAVIMBI HAD BEEN RELEASED FROM 
HOUSE ARREST AND HAD RETURNED TO ANGOLA. HE SAID 
THAT HE HAD RECEIVED A REPORT SOME WEEKS AGO FROM 
BELGIAN AMBASSADOR LECOMTE IN LUANDA THAT FNLC LEADER 
NATHANIAL BUMBA WAS UNDER HOUSE ARREST IN ANGOLA. 

LEBRUN SPECULATED THAT THERE MIGHT BE SOME CONNECTION 
BETWEEN THESE TWO EVENTS AND HAD REQUESTED BELGIAN 
EMBASSIES IN LUANDA AND KINSHASA TO BE ALERT TO 
DEVELOPMENTS. 

2. LEBRUN TOLD US THAT AMBASSADOR LECOMTE, IN HIS 
MOST RECENT CABLE ABOUT THE FAST PACE OF ZAIRIAN- 
ANGOLAN NORMALIZATION OF RELATIONS, REPORTED THAT 
ZAIRE VOLUNTARILY RETURNED CAPTURED ANGOLAN AIRPLANES 
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TO LUANDA, INCLUDING THE PERSONAL AIRCRAFT OF SAVIMBI. 
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